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Tersey’s Mobsters
Mafia Chiefs Continue
To Elude Prosecution,
Feign Respectability

Official Corruption, Public
Apathy Scored; Gangsters
Use Legitimate Companies

Genovese: Give to Charities

By STANLEY PENN

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

TRENTON, N.J. — To the dismay of Gov.
Richard J. Hughes, some ot New Jersey's most
mfluential residents are men with nicknames
like '"The Plumber' and “‘Little Pussy.”

‘“The problem of organized crime in New
Jersey is highly serious,” says the governor.
There is one consolation for Mr., Hughes: The
problem isn't new. Long before it became fash-
1onable to live in the suburbs, some of the Maf-
ia's most powerful chieftains left New York
City for the more relaxed precincts of New Jer-
sey.

For bootleggers, New Jersey was conve-
niently close to both New York City and Phila-
delphia. Then, too, New York Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia and a zealous prosecutor named
Thomas E. Dewey were making New York in-
hospitable. So they moved. Albert Anastasia,
who was murdered in 1957, built a walled man-
sion 1n Fort Lee with a view of the Hudson
River. Boss Vito Genovese, who died last Fri-
day at the Medical Center for Federal Prison-
ers in Springfield, Mo., settled comfortably in
Atlantic Highlands.

The mobsters brought with them their busi-
ness interests—gambling, narcotics, prostitu-
tion and usury, among others. But they took
care to hive cirecnmspectly, like solid citizens.
To one suburban-bound gangster, Genovese
proferred this fatherly advice: “‘Give to the
Boy Scouts and all the charities. Try to make 1t
to church. Don't fool around with the local
girls.”

The Current Roster

The crime syndicate now is a nationwide ap-
paratus- New York, Illinois, Florida and Mich-
1gan are among heavily infiltrated states—but
New Jersey apparently remains a favored
haven. Federal officials estimate that ahbout 250
mobsters, more than 100 of them with impor-
tant positions in the Mafia, live—and work—in
the Garden State. Frederick J. Ludwig, chief
assistant district attorney in the New York City
borough of Queens, calls New Jersey the “na-
tional switchboard of organized crime.”

State and Federal officlals say eight Mafia
figures control organized crime in New Jersey:
Gerardo (Jerry) Catena of South Orange; An-
thony Caponigro of Short Hills; Anthony (Little
Pussy) Russo of Deal; Samuel (The Plumber)
De Cavalcante of Princeton; Joseph (Joe Bay-
onne) Zicarelli of Hudson County; Angelo De
Carlo of Mountainside; Ruggiero Boiardo of
Iavingston: and Angelo Bruno, who lives in
Philadelphia but 15 said to control the rackets
in southern New Jersey.

Mr. Ludwig says his investigators have re-
corded conversations in which New York gang-
sters discussed with their New Jersey superi-
ors plans for infiltrating legitimate businesses,
corruption of public officials, loan-sharking,
gambling and murder. Henry S. Ruth, a for-
mer Attornecy in the Justice Department's or-
gamzed crime section and now a professor of
law at the University of Pennsylvania, told a
New Jersey legislative hearing last September:
*Official corruption in New Jersey is so bad
that organized crime can get almost anything
1t desires."”

Officialdom

Mayor Hugh J. Addonizio of Newark is the
specified subject of an Essex County grand
jury inquiry into a charge that corruption al-
legedly pervades the Newark government. A
furor arose last December when William J.
Brennan III, an assistant state attorney gen-
eral, charged that at least three state legisla-
tors are ‘‘entirely too comfortable” with mem-
hers of orgamzed crime. Life magazine
charged last summer that Congressman Corne-
hus J Gallagher, a Bayonne Democrat, 1s a
tool of alleged ganglord Zicarelli. Mr. Gal-
lagher demes the charge

Mr. Hughes is indignant that New Jersey
has been singled out for national attention on
its crime problem, and he says, “I reject the
imputation that the growth of organized crime
in New Jersey has resulted from official neg-
ligence, ineptitude or corruption.” He notes
also that this is an election year; Mr. Hughes,
a Democrat, can't succeed himself. “When
election day approaches, virtue begins to warm
up,” the governor says, taking a swing at his
partisan critics.

Mr. Hughes insists that he is doing some-
thing about organized crime. “At my insis-
tence,” he says, the state legislature passed on
Jan. 14 a wire-tapping bill. The governor says
he also will seek new legislation to aid in a
crackdown on underworld infiltration of legti-
mate businesses.

Other officials are stirring, teo. A statewide
grand jury probe into organized crime is
scheduled to begin next month, A Federal
strike force including Justice Department law-
yers and agents of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice has opened shop in Newark (similar strike
forces are operating in four other major U.S.
cities). And New Jersey's state police appar-
ently are beginning to make life unpleasant for
Mafia leaders. Anthony Russo recently com-
plained that state police cars pull into the
driveway of his Deal home at night and shine
headlights into his bedroom windows.

Action Is Difficult
New Jersey's plight reflects the enormous
problems to be overcome in cracking down on
, organized crime. Solid evidence againsi the
Mafia chieftains is hard to come by. They are
shielded from prosecution by throngs of under-
lings who commit the actual crimes on their
orders. Many of them have achieved something
ke middle-class respectability through assimi.
1ation into the state’s business and soclal life,

There is another problem-—apathy, official
and public. A New York official familiar with
New Jersey's situation says the state never has
had a tradition of “cutraged citizens' groups"
to mobilize official action, State Attorney Gen-
eral Arthur J. Sills confirms that the public
seems to be indifferent about organized crime,

“I've yet to meet & group of citizens that
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Says. Crime in the streets is the public's

preoccupation, “People are afraid of violence,"
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" Apathy about crime apparently extends to

© corporate sector, Two years ago Mr. Sills
wrote to 83 companies in New Jersey asking
them to back an anticrime campaign by con-
tributing $1,000 each for rewards fo citizens
Who provided tips on mobsters that led to ar.
Tests, Only 28 companies bothered to reply, Mr.
Sills says, and only six contributed money:
Prudential Insurance Co. of America, E. R,
Squibb & Sons, Hoffman-La Roche, Mutual
Benefit Life Insurance, Johnson & Johnson and
Triangle Conduit & Cable.

Mr. Hughes complains that the Republican-
controlled state legislature is stingy with anti-
crime funds. The budget last year for his de-
partment of law and public safety was $138,000.
“That amount could be spent usefully in one
ward in half a dozen cities,” Mr., Hughes says.
Frank X. McDermott, a Mercer County (Tren-
ton) Republican who is president of the state
senate, contends that the Hughes administra-
tion hasn't shown a sense of urgency. ‘“‘We
passed 15 to 17 pieces of anti-crime legislation
m the last year,” he says, “'but they're ot
being enforced."

The relationships of some legislators with
members of organized crime, or relatives of
mobsters, were discussed in a report issued
last month by a legislative investigative com-
mittee. Assemblyman John A. Selecky, a Mer-
cer County Republican, was criticized for testi-
fying as a character witness for Salvatore Pro-
faci Jr. on a motor vehicle fviolation. Mr. Se-
lecky allegedly knew that Mr. Profaci was a
relative of several mobsters.

The commuttee said state Sen. Sido L. Ri-
dolfi, a Mercer County Democrat, has had real
estate dealings and owns an nsurance agency
in partnership with Edward Braylynski, ‘‘re-
puted to be a member of or closely associated
with organized crime ** These were two of the
three legislators cmticized by Brennan. The
committee said evidence was “too conflicting,
to say the least,” to form a judgement about
the third, Assemblyman David Friedland of
Hudson County.

Agile Catena

The chief of the Mafia in New Jersey, and a
prime contender to succeed Genovese as the
‘'boss of bosses,” 1t Jerry Catena. His career
illustrates the apparent difficulty the crime-
chasers face in getting indictments against
Mafia chieftains. A 1964 U.S. Senate report sin-
gled out Catena as a friend of the now-de.
ceased Charles (Lucky) Luciano, cited him for
“‘strong-arm'’ tactics in taking over control of
vending machine interests in New Jersey and
mentioned his early arrests—on charges of rob-
bery, hijacking, bribing a Federal juror and
suspicion of murder,

Catena, 66, hives quietly i a fashionable
section of South Orange. His comings and
goings are under frequent surveillance. He is
reported under investigation for possible links
with Newark’'s waterfront union. But authori-
ties have been helpless 1n efforts to tie him to
the commission of an actual crime. “Even if
you cut off all Catena’s illegitimate businesses,
he won't starve," says a despatring prosecutor. .
“He'll continue to live in style and comfort,
and he’ll die of old age.”

One alleged Mafia man linked with a legiti-
mate company, says David M. Satz, U.S. Attor-
ney i Newark, 15 Anthony (Tony Boy)
Boiardo, son of Ruggiero Boiardo. The younger
Boiardo is associated with Valentine Electric
Co., a large Newark electrical contracting con-
cern. Valentine won't chscuss the matter.

Tony Boy got a 30-day jail sentence last
year for contempt in refusing to answer an
Essex County grand jury's questions about or-
samzed crime. But there 1s no evidence that he
has used illegal methods to help Valentine win
contracts. The company worked on Newark's
new Federal Building and on part of the Rut-
gers University complex, also in Newark.

“Valentine was the low bidder,” says a
source at Rutgers. “They are quahfied under
state regulations to bid on contracts. If we re-
fused to consider a bid from them, we can he
sued. Look, the Federal Government, with all
its investigative arms, uses Valentine. How can
you expect us to do otherwise?'' The Rut-
gers man adds that Valentine's work was satis-
factory.

However, officials say a number of legiti-
mate firms in New Jersey have been built up
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using the procecds—and methods--of fllegiti-
mate enterprises. A mob-controlled company
has large amounts of untaxed capital avallable
from illicit operations, Arrangements with cor-
rupt labor officials provide advantageous labor
deals. For a price, corrupt public officlals pro-
vide zoning changes and waivers of certain re-
quirements for construction of bulldings.

“I've never heard of a legitimate business
controlled by organized crime that is operated
legitimately,” 2ays Mr. Ruth, the former Jus-
tice Department attorney.

The Kind of tactics that can be employed to
terrorize a legitimate business was described
in an indictment brought by a Federal grand
jury in Newark in December against three
‘‘delegates’ of Local 464 of the AFL-CIO Amal-
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.

The three, Anthony Tozzi, Ed Balsamo and

Ray Rando, aren't known to be Mafia mem-
bers, They were described in the indictment as
employes of Stop & Shop Inc. stores in Wayne
and South Plaintield, N.J. They are accused of
threatening strikes, work stoppages and ‘‘other
labor troubles' if the stores didn’t stock sau-
sages made by PZ Sausage Inc., a Newark
company,

The sausage firm isn't a defendant in the
case, A spokesman for Stop & Shop, which is
based in Boston, says the company's relations
with the unjon ““have been uniformly good over
the years.” The company has no comment on
the indictments. The three are awaiting trial.

The Gambling

Offictals say the Matia would suffer a heavy
blow if its huge gambling revenues could be
dried up or sharply reduced. It seems unlikely.
In a presentment, an Essex County grand jury
recently charged, *. . .organized gambling ac-
tivities in the city of Newark have increased
since 1965 to such an extent that organized
gambling is open, extensive and insidious.’

Officials say it 1s axlomatic that widespread
gambling can’t exist without the protection of
policemen who have been bribed. The grand
Jury said, “‘Those engaged in violations of the
gambling laws do so with no apparent fear of
being apprehended. There continues {o be a
lack of vigor on the part of thase in the Newark
Police Department charged with enforcing the
gambling law, and this' lack of vigor still ex-
tends from the top of the department to the
bottom."

The grand jury indicted Dominick J. Spina,
Newark police director, on charges that he
willfully neglected to enforce the laws against
gambling. A judge dismissed the charges last
November for lack of evidence. Last month the
grand jury demanded the dismissal of Mr.
Spina, saying that he was unwilling to enforce
the gambling laws or incapable of 1it.

A 1965 report of an Essex County grand jury
quoted an unidentified Newark policeman who
had wrnitten the police department chaplain.
“Can you imagine 14 or 16 (men) caught
gambling red-handed, all the evidence neces-
sary for a conviction, and turned loose because
it was a mob operation?”’ he asked. That was
exactly what he had observed, the patrolman
asserted.

The grand jury currently sitting has won a
court authorization to examine the bank and
brokerage records of Newark Mayor Addoni-
z1o. The grand jury probe was prompted by a
1968 report from Gov. Hughes' Select Commis-
sion on Cuwvil Disorder that said, “There 15 a
widespread belief that Newark’s government 1s
corrupt.”

A spokesman for Mr. Addonizio says the
corruption charge is unjustified. “Despite con-
tinuous investigations, after six years of close
scrutiny, we haven't had a single indictment
(in the Newark government) that led to a con-
viction,’* the spokesman says.

He adds, ‘“We don't pretend there isn't some
gambling, or some policemen aren't corrupt,
but that's beerfa part of big city life for years.
This city adminstration isn’t involved, and
1sn’t part of any ‘conspiracy’ to keep hands off
orgamzed gambhng. We attack corruption in
the police department.”




